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 The SSS PTO is a self-supported organization dedicated to helping teachers provide  
the best possible educational experience and environment for our children. 
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Character Building Program 

Thanks to parent support through dues and the Race 
for Education, this year’s Character Building program is well 
underway! At this point in the year, each of our school’s 
classrooms has been visited by the Character Building 
consultant, Mrs. Ozanian. Ask your children: Has Mrs. 
Ozanian been in to talk with your class? What have you been 
learning? Topics covered so far this year include: 

• What is the difference between conflict and bullying?  
• What can you do when you see, or are a target of, bullying 

behavior?  
• What bystander strategies are you most comfortable with?  
• How can I reach out and get help from an adult when I 

don’t feel safe or comfortable?   

All of these topics and more are being taught and 
discussed in the classrooms. These concepts have begun some 
very productive discussions among teachers and students. This 
program was designed to work at developmentally appropriate 
levels for each grade, so the topics will be slightly different, 
and enriched, as Mrs. Ozanian moves through the grades. This 
is a year-long program: upcoming are monthly classroom visits 
with ongoing conversations, refresher activities and role play. 

 For more information, please visit the PTO website and 
click on the Character Building tab. There you can find copies 
of handouts and program information.  

Recycling News 
 Did you know that in addition to recycling plastic water 
bottles, students can recycle juice pouches in the lunchroom? 
Empty juice pouches, chip and snack bags, can be deposited in 
the marked box in the lunchroom, rather than thrown out. The 
PTO then sends them in to be recycled into products, and gets 
paid per piece! Please remind your child about this program. 
Also, thank you to the RFE committee for providing all our 
students with the Lynnfield lunch bags. The bags, along with 
last year’s water bottles, help make lunch a reusable affair!  

Upcoming Events  
 
December 23rd: Full day of school  
December 24th: Holiday vacation begins 
January 3rd: Back to school 
January 16th: Martin Luther King Holiday 
January 19th : PTO Meeting 7:00pm 
February 1st: Progress reports sent home 
February 7th (week of): Banbury Cross Fair 
February 14th: Sweetheart Slush 
February 18th: February vacation begins 
February 27th: Back to School 
March 2nd : Read Across America 
March 8th: 4th Grade Parent Night at HHS (Health) 
March 9th: K – 4 Early Release 
March 14th: Kindergarten Orientation at HHS 
March 20th: PTO Meeting 7:00pm  
March 23rd: Report Cards go home 

Community Service 

The 4th Grade Student Council, with 
some assistance from the PTO, has once 

again supported two great causes this 
holiday season. They ran a very 

successful coat drive for Coats for Kids, 
and the Toys for Tots toy drive.  

Way to go kids! 

Holiday Gift Reminder 

     In regards to staff holiday gifts this 
season, please remember that there are 
regulations. The school district’s official 
policy is posted on the school website 
and in the December SSS newsletter. If 
you have any questions, please contact 
your child’s room parent. 

Next time you’re at the school, please take a moment to check out the Helping Hands bulletin board.  
There are so many little items that start to be needed at school this time of year. Thanks! 



Another Fun & Fabulous RFE 
       

   What’s a little weather? Not enough to stop SSS students from 
walking and raising money! Even though the skies were not friendly, 
the kids and parents were, and we had a great time at the fourth Race 
for Education. On the Wednesday prior to Thanksgiving, instead of 
lapping the school outside, the children walked, not raced, inside the 
school to raise money to support PTO programs. We had so much fun 
with a DJ, party beads, and balloons! After the walk, each class got to 
enjoy a party that included a snack provided in their very own 
Lynnfield reusable lunch bags. Thank you to Beth Tashjian for such a 
great bag! Thank you as well to the Giannasca family for generously 
donating the balloons.  

 The Race for Education has been a terrific success raising $24,000 
to date. The proceeds raised will support the school’s new Character 
Building initiatives, as well as other enrichment programs. And, it’s 
not too late for sponsors to still send in donations. Anyone can still 
donate by visiting the SSS PTO website and going to the RFE page.  

THANK YOU to all of our race sponsors, racers, and great parent volunteers who helped 
in this successful fundraiser. SSS PTO would like to extend their most sincerest 

appreciation to Gina Noto and Beth Tashjian, who ran a fabulous, phenomenal Race! 

Looking to help with PTO fundraising?  
Both Gina and Beth have retired from this position! Interested? Please email 

one of the PTO Presidents, or contact us via the website. Thanks! 
   
Enrichment Updates 
    This year, SSS students have already been very busy with 
enrichment programs. Each of these programs has been hand-selected by 
teachers to help supplement and support their curriculum, and make learning 
a bit more fun. The start of the school year brought Ooch World to the 
entire student population. Ooch and his yo-yo delivered a super-high energy 
performance that had all of the children on their feet while he addressed the 
many challenges of growing up.   

 A favorite in years past, the kindergarteners will once again be treated to 
the Drumlin Farms Winter Survival program. This program gives students 
the opportunity to see the live animals up close and learn about their winter 
survival skills. The first and second grades have several exciting programs 
scheduled for later this winter. These include visits from both the New 
England Aquarium and the Museum of Science. These fantastic programs 
will come directly into the classrooms with their travelling tide pools and 
other learning opportunities.  

 In December, the third grade will begin an ongoing series from the 
Discovery Museum.  During this series, they will examine the many 
different physical properties of the world around us. The fourth graders have 
been off to a great start with Higgins Armory visiting in October and the 
Museum of Science coming in November. Several more exciting programs 
are coming their way. 

 Thank you for your continued support. These enrichment programs 
would not be possible without your generous donations to the SSS PTO.                                    

METCO  
Fun with Friends 
 
 On the half-day this past 
December 2nd, METCO students at 
both Summer Street School and 
Huckleberry Hill joined friends 
from town in celebrating friendship.  

 After dancing and playing games 
with a fun DJ, the kids enjoyed a 
pizza luncheon and team building 
activities. What a way to spend the 
afternoon! 

 Thank you to Alanna Shone for 
coordinating this fabulous afternoon 
in conjunction with Lelo Masamba. 
More information on Lynnfield’s 
METCO program can be found on 
the school district’s website. For 
more information on how you can 
help at Summer Street, please 
contact Alanna through the PTO 
website.  

Quick Contact Info 

Rene D’Amico, Co-Pres 
781-334-2937 
      

 
Stacey Griffin, Co-Pres 
781-334-2559 
    

 
Pam MacDonald, VP 
781-334-4870 
 

  New PTO website 

Have you checked out our new 
website? Keep abreast of dates, 
news, events and PTO information 
by checking in at:  

www.summerstreetschoolpto.org  

 

http://www.summerstreetschoolpto.org/�

